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The 2018 Tree and Shrub Sale was a success! Thanks to 

your keen conservation efforts, over 10,000 plants found 

conservation homes! We look forward to next years Tree 

and Shrub Sale. If you would like to be mailed an order 

form next year, please contact us.

Top: Orders 

ready for pick 

up!

Left: Lilac 

blooms from 

2018 seedling.

Right: 

American plum 

tree with fruit!



Essex County Soil and Water 

Conservation District has received two 

mini grants from the Lake Champlain 

Basin Program (LCBP) to support best 

management practices in the Essex 

County Lake Champlain watershed.  One 

is to fund fencing supplies in order to 

promote rotational grazing and to reduce 

resource concerns on farms.  The other is 

to promote and support cover crop 

practices.  Please see our website or 

contact our office for an application (due 

June 20, 2018). 

Each year, NYSDEC Trees for Tribs

program supplies watersheds across the 

state with seedlings to plant along riparian 

corridors. Trout Unlimited has also been a 

huge help in promoting riparian buffers. 

These programs helped to supply Essex 

County streams with over 400 seedlings 

across three watersheds. Most of the 

seedlings found homes along the West 

Branch of the Ausable River. The other 

streams that received buffers are Black 

River in Westport and Putnam Creek in 

Crown Point. Riparian buffers are an easy 

way for landowners to become excellent 

stream stewards. Once these buffers grow, 

shade will cool the water, leaves will 

provide food, and dead wood will provide 

in stream habitat. Cool water not only 

increases breeding opportunities for fish, 

it also reduces the chance of harmful algal 

blooms by reducing stream temperatures 

that are entering lakes. 

Top: Elm seedling off to a good start!

Bottom: Trout Unlimited (Lake 

Champlain and Tri-Lakes Chapters) 

and SWCD staff teamed up for a fun 

day of planting!

Top: Tree tubes help to protect 

seedlings from animal browse, feet, 

and mower blades until they grow a 

bit. 

Bottom: Hole digging, planting, 

and watering are just the beginning!

Cover crops 

hold bare soil 

and add back 

nutrients.

We plan to hold a septic workshop on July 12, 

6-8pm, at Noblewood Park in Willsboro, NY.  

Experts will speak about regulations, septic 

location, and maintenance for homeowner 

septic systems.  This workshop is funded by a 

Lake Champlain Basin Program Education 

and Outreach grant through the Champlain 

Watershed Improvement Coalition of NY 

(CWICNY).  The workshop is free and open 

to all interested public, so mark your calendars 

and bring a friend! 

Please RSVP to us to ensure we have enough 

material to go around!



Last fall, we were asked to help with installing two rain gardens 

at the new Nutrition Building on the Fairgrounds. We also 

applied for and received a grant for a NYSDEC Water Quality 

Improvement Project that will be used to implement at least 

four rain gardens in three hamlets over the next two years: Port 

Kent, Westport, and Crown Point. We will also be hosting two 

rain garden workshops that are open to the public who would 

like to learn more about rain gardens. Rain gardens are great for 

helping to reduce runoff contamination. Runoff that enters the 

rain garden is able to drop out any sediments (including those 

picked up from the road!) while it cleanly evaporates or enters 

into groundwater. They are also pretty forms of green 

infrastructure that are popular due to their ability to be 

customized. Two rain garden demonstrations will be held at the 

Essex County Fair on Wednesday and Saturday at 2pm.

Keep an eye out for future information! 

Another successful EFD was held this year at the 

Essex County Fairgrounds!  From  fly fishing and 

invasive species to rocks and nematodes to so much 

more, everyone enjoyed a wonderful sunny day of 

environmental fun! Over 250 participants, mostly 5th

and 6th grade students, benefited from  attending this 

fun, yet educational day. Groups rotated to ten 

different stations, with a wide variety to learn from. 

Presenters had a variety of backgrounds, from 4Hers 

to scientists, SWCD staff and CCE staff. 

This year marked the 34th Annual Environmental 

Field Days that has been held in Essex County. Essex 

SWCD teamed up with Essex CCE to host another 

amazing event. This event has been held in various 

locations across Essex County, including Penfield 

Homestead and Marcy Field.  Participants were even 

able to go home with Douglas fir seedlings! 

Top: Laura passed the paint gun and other forestry tools for the 

next generation to try out! (Photo credit: Linda Gillilland, 

Essex CCE)

Left: Amy shared experiences from the deep! Diving is a great 

educational tool for learning about our lakes. 

Right: Dave teaches youth how to plant their seedlings. (Photo 

credit: Laurie Davis, Essex CCE)

Equipment Rental information on the back cover! 



Early this spring, Highway Departments across the Lake Champlain Watershed submitted 

projects to be funded through the Rural Roads Active Management Program (RRAMP). This program assists 

local Highway Departments in keeping up with current best management practices for back roads are as well 

as providing some funding to encourage the use of these practices. 

The Champlain Watershed Improvement Coalition of New York (CWICNY) has been 

awarded funding for the second time to implement the Rural Roads Active Management Program (RRAMP).  

The program will implement Best Management Practices to reduce or prevent roadside erosion. This follows 

our original grant to bring Vermont Better Back Roads to New York.

The main funding was for projects with local municipalities in the New York section of the 

Lake Champlain Watershed. Applications were sent in, with three of our local municipalities in Essex 

County receiving funds to implement practices. The Town of Chesterfield will install an overflow culvert 

and stabilize a road ditch that was heavily damaged by an intense runoff event in 2017. The Town of 

Westport received funds to replace a double culvert road crossing with a larger single culvert to reduce 

concerns over debris jams and wash out. The Essex County DPW was funded for road bank stabilization and 

sediment basin instillation to protect Rainy Brook and the Essex County Fish hatchery. 

There were 10 other projects funded around the Lake Champlain Basin in New York. 

Washington County projects were for road bank stabilization near Lake George, ditch stabilization in 

Hartford, and culvert replacement in Whitehall. Clinton County projects were for stormwater infiltration, 

ditch stabilization and culvert replacement. Franklin County will have a stream bank stabilization project. 

This is a great mix of different projects that will be completed under the RRAMP guidelines. 

The projects will be completed throughout the summer and into the fall. There will be a 

meeting in the fall to determine the interest in expanding the CWICNY RRAMP program to other parts of 

New York State. 

Above: Debris jamming and wash outs are 

constant issues for the McMahon Road 

culvert in Westport.

Top right: Chesterfield crews work 

diligently in the night to clear sediment off 

Dugway road due to a blocked culvert. 

Bottom right: Full of sediment and 

temporary check dams, this ditch on Amy 

Hill Road in Crown Point is ready for some 

new stabilization.



Olivia Dickenson

I’m from a small town in 

Western New York called 

Newfane. In May, I 

graduated from Alfred 

University with a BA in 

Environmental Studies and 

Geology. While in Westport, 

I’m staying at DaCy

Meadow Farm. There I am 

helping with anything I can, 

from cooking and cleaning to 

taking care of the chickens. 

It’s my first time staying in 

the Adirondacks for more 

than a day so I’m very 

excited to explore the area. 

Kurt Oehlbeck

I am currently attending the University of Florida where I am studying Food 

and Resource Economics. My major focuses heavily on economic and 

financial reasoning to make decisions regarding natural resource allocation 

and agricultural business. Before attending the University of Florida, I 

attended Georgia Southern University where I played football and studied 

business management for three years. I am scheduled to graduate from UF 

at the end of the 2018 fall semester and have plans to move back to the 

Adirondacks where I am originally from. My Dad owns some farmland in 

New Russia, NY where I grew up until I moved to Gainesville, Florida with 

my Mom and brother at the age of ten. I would like to pursue a career on my 

own farm as well as work with county, state or national programs which 

work towards protecting and serving the agricultural and environmental 

needs of the area. Growing up in the Adirondacks and my Mom being a past 

president of the High Peaks Audubon Society, I have a strong passion for 

nature and enjoy all things outdoors. With that being said, I love swimming 

in the Boquet River and hiking with my dog, as well as growing my own 

food on the farm. I believe that through my internship with Essex County 

Soil & Water, I will gain knowledge and connections that will help to 

further develop my future endeavors.

It is time for the warm weather Farmers 

Markets! Support your local farms by 

stopping in to buy local!

• Wednesday- Lake Placid

• Thursday- Schroon Lake, Willsboro

• Friday- Elizabethtown

• Saturday- Lewis, Ticonderoga, 

Saranac Lake

• Sunday- Keene Valley

Times and locations available online 

from Adirondack Harvest!

https://adirondackharvest.com/markets/

https://adirondackharvest.com/markets/


NYS Ag and Markets has started offering a grant for farmers that are interested in Climate Resilient 

Farming. Too much water can be just as damaging to plants and animals as too little water. Farms are 

realizing this increasingly across the state, along with other changes that are occurring. Last year, we 

received a grant to implement ponds that will function in two ways: they will retain water longer during 

flooding events, as well as provide irrigation during drier, drought periods. This year, we received another 

grant that will provide similar benefits. With floods becoming more devastating and droughts lasting longer, 

farms are finding a need to adapt their practices to better suit Mother Nature’s mood swings. Not only do 

these ponds benefit the farms, they also benefit those down stream. By storing water higher in the 

watershed, less is entering major waterways. This reduces flooding and infrastructure damages. It also 

reduces the amount of water drawn up from groundwater sources, which means there will be access to more 

water during droughts for other residents. 

NARE is annually held at Paul Smith’s College, bringing 

schools from Clinton, Essex, Franklin and St. Lawrence 

Counties together to compete in a hands on environmental 

competition. Winners of the event have a chance to represent 

their county at the NYS Envirothon in Geneva at Hobart & 

William Smith Colleges.  The program is put together by local 

SWCDs. The program is sponsored by many local 

organizations, such as Paul Smith’s College and International 

Paper. The Envirothon consists of  teams of five students 

competing in an understanding of environmental stewardship 

and protection. Environmental knowledge is tested through a 

hands on competition based on the subjects of forestry, soils, 

aquatics, wildlife and current issue, which for 2018 is Western 

Rangeland Management. This competition also motivates 

students to learn more about our natural resources and 

environmental issues. This years winner for Essex County is 

Dominion Spoiled Bass (from left to right above: Joy Fraser 

Cooper, Emily Eckert, Tom Palen, Caitlin Quinn, Brian 

DeWalt) from Keene Central School! Congratulations! Teams 

are also encouraged to come up with fun team names, and 

design tee shirts for next years event. Winners are awarded 

scholarships, prizes, and plaques. Other teams that competed 

from Essex County include Big Corporation Sell-Outs from 

Keene, Adiron“Dack to the Future” and Adirondack Trail 

Blazers from Westport, and The Dirt Bags from Elizabethtown-

Lewis. Great job everyone!

1st

Round 20 Ausable Projects

Progress was made on our projects in the 

Ausable Round 20 Ag Nonpoint grant. At 

North Country Creamery the new access 

road was completed and approved for 

payment. The trees and brush were 

removed on the waterway diversion 

which will be completed as soon as it is 

dry enough for the contractor to finish 

final grading and seeding.

The project at Asgaard Farm was also 

approved for payment as completed to 

this point. There is enough funding 

remaining to install an additional 1000’ 

of waterline and 2 additional watering 

facilities which will also be completed 

this summer.

Top: 

Before. 

Muddy 

access roads 

can lead to a 

big mess in 

many 

aspects. 

Bottom:

After. A 

stable road 

way allows 

easier 

access and 

improves 

water 

quality. 
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If you would like to receive a copy of our newsletter by mail, please contact us 

by calling 518-962-8225 or e-mailing us at essexswcd@westelcom.com. Please 

let us know if you would like to be removed from our mailing list.

Check Us Out Online!

Tired of waiting for our newsletters to come in 

the spring and fall? Or see a story in our 

newsletter and interested in more about it? 

Check out our website for more! More detailed 

articles, newsletters, lots of pictures 

and more! Want to take a quick peek at what 

we are up to? Check out our Facebook page! 

Look for us as Essex SWCD. Our website is 

www.essexswcd.org. 

Equipment AvailableUpcoming Events

•June 14 · Septic Meeting· 4:00 pm · Willsboro

•June 20 · Board Meeting· 7:30 am · Westport

•July 12 · Septic Workshop· 6:00 pm · Willsboro

•July 17 · Water Quality Coordinating Committee 

Meeting · Westport

•July 19 · Board Meeting· 7:30 am · Westport

•July 31 · Tillage Day· 7:30 am · Willsboro

•August 3 · 4 Hour Erosion and Sediment Control 

Workshop · Westport

•August 15-19 · Essex County Fair · Westport

We have a wide variety of equipment available 

to farmers to help assist in conservation efforts. 

Contact us for more information!

•10’ No- till drill (Great Plains)

•Broadcast seeder

•Post hole pounder (tractor and trailer mounted)

•Bale mulcher

•5’ Dew drop drill 

Trailer mounted post pounder

http://www.essexswcd.org/

