Essex County Soil and Water
Conservation District
Fall 2016
Board Meetings

Monthly meetings are held
the third Thursday of the
month at 7:30 am.
Website
Visit us on our website at:
www.essexcountyswcd.org
Also look for us on
Facebook!

Phone
(518) 962-8225
Fax
(518) 962-4002

With great weather and amazing smiles,
the Adirondack Waterfest had another
successful year! Held at Noblewood Park
in Willsboro this year, the youth of Essex
County were able to enjoy a fun filled day
of learning about water: things that harm
it, ways to protect it, crafts, and interactive
displays! This year, we were able to have
11 different displays available to help
educate our youth as well as some of our
adults! This event would not have been
possible without our wonderful presenters
and sponsors.
Above: EM River Model being
used by Warren County SWCD
Intern Colin to show an
enthusiastic audience how rivers
change.
Left: View from Noblewood Park.
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What a productive field season! Farmers in Essex
County always have great, new ideas that they
want to try, and we love hearing about it! From
receiving an Ag Non-Point Source grant for a
combined manure and rendering compost building
to Lake Champlain Basin Program (LCBP) Ag
Assistance grants for livestock laneways and
cover crops. We were also able to add a 5’ Dew
Drop Drill to our fleet of equipment available to
farmers thanks to LCBP funds. This cute little no
till allows our smaller farms access to quality
cover crops. It can be pulled by an ATV with a
350cc engine, weighs 600 pounds and plants one
acre an hour at 3 miles per hour.

It has been a busy year in the woods! With two timber sales needing to be marked, management plan
requests trickling in, and a new side by side UTV to help speed up forestry tasks, there has not been a dull
moment! The timber sales are located on forest lands owned by the county in Lewis and forest lands owned
by the Town of Westport. Essex County purchased a UTV for us to use for forest management, including
boundary marking, timber marking, monitoring sales, and helping to clean up and reduce erosion on skid
trails and landings. The Dew Drop Drill will also be a huge help with the erosion on skid trails and landings!

Ditches prove to be one of the quickest ways for
water to convey sediments to our waterways. Our
highway departments are very proactive in making
sure they do their part in reducing this effect. The
hydroseeder was out several times this year to seed
along state, county and town roads. Cross Road, in
Essex, is now home to a brand new sediment basin!
Check dams, stone lined ditches, and grass are all
fantastic ways to protect our water. These structures
help slow water down so it drops out sediments in
the ditch instead of in our water ways.

Culverts can sometimes pose a connectivity
issue for fish and aquatic wildlife. One way
to reduce stress on these beneficial critters is
to utilize bottomless arch culverts. This
allows the stream to maintain a channel with
natural materials and can sometimes also
offer dry passage for terrestrial animals as
well. Otis Brook had a bottomless arch
culvert installed on it this summer, and
already lots of varieties of salamanders can
be found both in and out of the culvert. This
project also showed great partnership
between several organizations!

With Lake Champlain Basin Program
funding, we were able to complete four toe
wood structures on two streams;
McKenzie Brook and North Branch
Boquet River. Toe wood structures place
large root wads into the stream bank to
provide bank stability, present a natural
look, and create prime fish habitat. Prior to
installing these structures, the banks were
failing, putting several tons of sediment
into the streams annually. These projects
not only address erosion, but also provided
quality fish habitat.
Above left: North Branch
Boquet River, located in
Willsboro, bank before
Below left: North Branch
Boquet River bank after
Above right: McKenzie
Brook, located in Moriah,
bank before
Below right: McKenzie
Brook bank after

The youth of Essex County always amaze us. They are more than
happy to get down and dirty to learn about their environment.
This year, education seemed to focus a lot on water! Intern Emily
was able to host the Wacky Water Summer Program for a second
year thanks to LCBP funding (bottom right). She went out to
several summer programs and taught a wide variety of ages all
about water. District Technicians Tiffany and Laura hauled the
EM River to teach Schroon Central Schools 5th graders about
watersheds (top right). Essex County Water Quality Coordinating
Committee and LCBP funds were able to provide Lake Placid
Central School high shcoolers with chest waders to help learn
about macro invertebrates in our streams (bottom left).

This summer, intern Taylor assisted with the
inventory of over 100 culvert crossings in
the Upper Hudson watershed. This
inventory was entered into the North
Atlantic Aquatic Connectivity Collaborative
(NAACC) database, and then received an
aquatic passiblity score and rating. This
rating will help to prioritize culverts for
replacement based it’s ability to allow
aquatic organisms (fish, insect, and
amphibians) as well as terrestrial organisms
(rodents, fox, deer) to pass through. In
general, these ratings can also be used by
State, County and Town Highway
Departments to show which culverts may
also pose a greater threat to flooding
damage. Culverts that are undersized, have
an outlet drop, have debris or other barriers,
or are damaged tend to easily cause other
damages to infrastructure and stream
channels.

Education

Above are pictured two culverts, the left depicting a severe barrier
and the right depicting an insignificant barrier. District technician
Laura (left) stands above a large outlet drop, which has also
resulted in a deep scour pool. Heavy flows have shot out this
culvert, causing the scour pool, which may eventually lead to
undermining the culvert. Intern Emily (right) stands above a prime
example of fish and aquatic organism habitat, and the crossing
allows these organisms to easily pass beneath with little harm at all.

Visit Us Online!
Did you know we have an active website and
Facebook? Well, now you do! We post pictures,
share stories, promote events, display meeting
minutes, and so much more! Also, you can find our
newsletters in FULL COLOR on our website! We
will also have project bids available for contractors
to view.

As we focus on displaying more on our website, we
would like to reduce our carbon footprint and move
towards digital distribution of our wonderful
newsletters. This will allow us to provide you with
full color newsletters every time, fuller stories,
bigger pictures, and more! To receive a digital copy
of our newsletter, please contact us with your email
address. If you would prefer to receive paper
newsletters, please let us know! We are here to
provide you with the most up to date information
and share our success with you!
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District Manager Dave was invited to present the 90
minute Emergency Stream Intervention Training at
this years NETWC as well as assist on the tour to
various projects around Essex County. District
Technician Laura accompanied Dave to help as well.
The conference hosted highway personnel from all
over the northeast states, and provided a very
dynamic group of thinkers! It was truly amazing to
hear how different states and communities create
ways for wildlife and transportation to coexist.

Website: http://www.essexcountyswcd.org/
Facebook: Essex Swcd

Monitor Bay Aquatic Plant Life
When docking a boat in Crown Point’s Monitor Bay,
one may notice an overabundance of aquatic plants.
This may be due to a lack of water circulation in the
area, but we wanted to know a bit more, specifically
how much of this plant life was invasive and some
management ideas. Thanks to funds from LCBP, we
were able to work with Darrin Freshwater Institute
to conduct an aquatic plant survey of the area. By
using a rake and visual observations, they found that
native plant life was very rich. However, they did
also find three invasive species: Eurasian milfoil,
brittle naiad, and European frogbit. With this study,
we will be better able to plan the next step: what to
do with these invasives?

CWICNY Tour
The Champlain Watershed Improvement
Coalition of New York works hard every
year to complete a wide variety of projects.
From stream restoration, to roadside erosion,
and helping farms reduce pollutants entering
waterways, we have a lot to show off. With
clear blues skies and wonderful
temperatures, CWICNY took a tour of
Washington County projects within the
watershed, and shared the results with our
political advisors!
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If you would like to receive a copy of our newsletter by e-mail, please contact
us by calling (518)962-8225 or e-mailing us at essexswcd@westelcom.com.
Please let us know if you would like to be removed from our mailing list.

Upcoming Events
•November 11 · Office closed
•November 17· Board meeting · 7:30 am · CCE
Building, Westport
•November 24· Office closed
•December 15· Board meeting · 7:30 am · CCE
Building, Westport
•December 26· Office closed

Pollinators come in all shapes and sizes!
This butterfly was happy as can be flitting
around a bunch of roadside wildflowers.

