Essex County Soil and Water
Conservation District
2017 Annual Report
Board Meetings

Monthly meetings are held
the third Thursday of the
month at 7:30 am.
Website
Visit us on our website at:
www.essexcountyswcd.org
Also look for us on
Facebook as Essex Swcd!

Phone
518-962-8225
Fax
518-962-4002
E-mail
essexswcd@westelcom.com
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Technical Assistance
•463 water quality
•526 land use management
•37 municipal
Permit Assistance
•3 county
•3 municipal
•2 farms
•2 business

Road and Highway
Projects
•8 site assessments
•4 survey projects
•3 designs
•5 implemented projects
•6 stream
•2 shoreline
stabilization

Pictures from top to bottom (clockwise): Detention
pond at Jay Firehouse re-stabilized, Stickney Bridge
slope protection using geowebs with help from Essex
County DPW and Moriah Shock (Part C funds),
North Atlantic Aquatic Connectivity Collaboration
culvert surveys (Upper Hudson DOS grant),
hydroseeding stormwater control measures at Moriah
Business Park.

Tire Collection Days
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Each year, the State allots each SWCD a certain amount
of funds, which we call Part C. This year, we saw a large
increase and wanted to help give back to the community.
To do this, we held two tire collection drives, in which
Essex County residents were allowed to drop off tires for
free. In doing so, we collectively helped to reduce 30 tons
of pollution by recycling the tires. Moore Recycling was
happy to help! With the huge amount of success, we are
hoping to do more of these collections in the future.

Stormwater Management Projects
•$23,000 Lenny Preston Road
•Lake Champlain Basin Program
•Part C
•$10,000 Raingardens:
•County and Part C
•Two on Fairgrounds
Stream Stabilization Projects
•$38,000 total invested from:
• US Fish and Wildlife
•Ausable River Association
•Land owner
Invasive Species
•Phragmites planning and permit
assistance for eradication in
Wilmington
Culvert Projects
•Inventory assessment
•82 culverts assessed for
aquatic passage
•1 culvert replacement on Nugent
Road in Jay
Soil Health
•$1,000
•Part C funds
• Demonstrations, soil tests
•Use of Great Plains No-till Drill and
Dew Drop Drill

Top: Installing a sediment basin on Lenny Preston Road in Wilmington..
Middle: Stream stabilization using toewood structures on the West Branch AuSable River in Wilmington.
Bottom (left): Working with Town of Wilmington to reduce the size of a phragmites bed.
Bottom (right): The crew planting a rain garden on the Fairgrounds
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This year we completed some exciting projects and have
been reaching out to farms in the county. A large manure
storage was constructed to prevent runoff into nearby
waterways. It was funded by NRCS and a state Agricultural
NonPoint Source (AgNPS) grant and is working well so far.
Another AgNPS project for water management and exclusion
was completed in the fall. Drainage and laneway
improvements for pasture on a dairy farm are currently
underway and are also funded by the AgNPS program. One
irrigation project and six high tunnels were funded for
producers through the Agricultural Management Assistance
program and will be ready for this growing season. Two
fencing projects were funded through NEIWPCC/LCBP for
rotational grazing improvements. We continue to reach out
to agricultural producers and welcome anyone to stop by or
call to find out more about our programs and planning
assistance opportunities to improve production and decrease
environmental impacts.

Tier Number

Number
Assisted

1
(Farm Information)

10

2
(BMP Surveys)

4

3A
(Conservation Plans)

3

4
(Implementing BMP’s)

3

5A
1
(BMP Review)
The amount of farms, new and existing,
assisted throughout the year through the
AEM program.

Cows in a rotational grazing system (top left). Alice helping to
install a high tunnel for part of an AMA grant through NRCS (top
right). Composting facility implemented utilizing Ag Non-point
Source grant and NRCS funding (center left). Open house at the
CCE Willsboro Research Farm showing different cover crops
planted with the Dew Drop drill.
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North Adirondack Regional Envirothon
•NARE
•40 participants from Essex County
•Keene Central went on to NYS
Envirothon!
•Practice session with at the
Newcomb VIC with ESF
Environmental Field Days
•EFD
•320 participants
•2-day event

School Aged Education
•10 events
•295 students
•Wacky Water
Adult Education
•1 event
•10 participants
•Low Impact Logging
Staffed Booths
•Essex County Fair
•NY State Fair
•Schroon Lake
•Adirondack Lake
Alliance
Water Quality Tour
•20 participants

Clockwise from top: Dave describing how stormwater runoff from roadways can be managed at the Water
Quality Tour; Keene Central School is the NARE winner for Essex County; Wacky Water visits Westport
Summer Program; Low Impact Logging workshop with Chad and his team from Reber Rock Farm; Get,
Set, Grow! Day provided landowners with spring gardening tips; Alice shows off the EM River at EFD,
which spanned two days this year.
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Over the course of 2017, we planted approximately 4.06 acres of riparian buffers for 9 different projects. We
were able to offer volunteer planting days on two of the publicly owned sites and had help from both Boquet
River Association and Trout Unlimited. Riparian buffers were planted in the Boquet and AuSable River
watershed. Annually our plants come from our partners through NYSDEC Trees for Tribs! Trees for Tribs
provides us with hundreds of seedlings for riparian buffer plantings each year. We already have several
riparian plants ordered for this coming planting season.

Top: With the help of Trout Unlimited and Boquet River Association, we planted over 500 plants at four
locations. Plantings on the Black River in Westport (left) and Roaring Brook in New Russia had plants
provided by Trees for Tribs. After a few months of growing, the center picture shows a young birch in a tree
tube! The tubes help trees grow quicker and keep the deer from nibbling on them.
Middle: Alice plants shrubs from Trees for Tribs along the North Branch Boquet River (left). Weed mats
(right) help reduce competition until the shrubs get bigger.
Bottom: After two years, the sticks and green goo (left, fall 2015) has grown into a green success (right,
summer 2017)! You can hardly tell that this site was even disturbed. While walking along the slope, we even
saw some animal dens! This site has resumed a nice, natural appearance that will grow for years to come!
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Another busy year for forest management!
Timber Marked
Several towns have expressed interest in
239,000 board feet of sawtimber
becoming better forest stewards. Small
300 cords of pulpwood
woodlots on farms are being used for
54 acres marked
various purposes. Wildlife habitat is
Forested Property Assists
becoming more important in planning.
Erosion and sediment control is becoming 3 county
popular. All steps in the right direction for 7 town
8 private
a healthy, success forest ecosystem!
Bottom (left to right): Laura looking over the Westport watershed,
blazing maple on County lands in Minerva, Gator and Dew Drop hard at
work reducing erosion!
Sides: White pine sawlog, full load of white pine sawlogs

This year 10.3 acres of critical areas were seeded. Critical area seeding
was done all over the county on roads, businesses, and stream banks at
24 sites. Our hydroseeder is always a big help on most of these seedings.
$22,600 from CWICNY WQIP and Upper Hudson DOS funds were used
to make these efforts possible.

A quick view from
the back of the
hydroseeder shows
one ditch
successfully
completed and one
ditch waiting for
some green up!
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Any slope failure is a concern, especially when it is
near a road. One such slope, located on Stickney
Bridge Road in Jay, was quickly filling ditches with
sediment, causing runoff to flow along the road and
dump sediment where it was not welcome. It was not
only a safety concern, it just looked downright ugly.
With help from Essex County DPW and Moriah
Shock, we were able to provide toe protection in the
form of geowebs. Each geoweb lays on a bed of
coarse rock to provide infiltration, and covered with
topsoil to promote the growth of grasses.

Many landowners fear the words timber harvest, picturing large scale equipment on their own small
woodlot. Several loggers also look for ways to expand their business and make it more feasible for small
woodlots. This fall, we hosted a Low Impact Logging workshop alongside Cornell Cooperative Extension
and Reber Rock Farm. The workshop taught landowners and loggers to use what they may already have:
ATVs, farm tractors, and horses. These options, if performed right, leave a very small footprint on the forest.

Worksheets completed: 27
Farms: 16
Agricultural acres: 516.88
Total acres: 1176.52
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Fun at the fair they say, and we do! This year, we
paraded 4-H youth volunteers from Crane
Mountain Valley Horse Rescue and Ronny
Raindrop on the hydroseeder (top right)! We also
had some fun for both young and old! A rain barrel
raffle was held daily, along with games for the
kids, although we think the adults may have had
more fun! Our display (various photos to the right)
was chock full of information for all. From
forestry, to agriculture, to aquatic passage, we
were a one-stop shop! We also help each year to
host a Bike Safety Rodeo, and this year we had
amazing attendance and raffled off bikes and
helmets to lucky participating youth (bottom left)!

Equipment
Available
We have a wide variety of equipment
available to farmers to help assist in
conservation efforts. Visit our website for
more detailed specifications or contact us
for more information!

Check Us Out
Online!
Tired of waiting for our newsletters to
come in the spring and fall? Or see a story
in our newsletter and interested in more
about it? Check out our website for more!
More detailed articles,
newsletters, lots of pictures and more!
Want to take a quick peek at what we are
up to? Check out our Facebook page!
Look for us as Essex SWCD. Our website
is www.essexswcd.org.

•10’ No- till drill (Great Plains)
•Broadcast seeder
•Post pounder- tractor and trailer mounted
•Bale mulcher
•5’ Dew Drop drill
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If you would like to receive a copy of our newsletter by e-mail, please contact
us by calling (518)962-8225 or e-mailing us at essexswcd@westelcom.com.
Please let us know if you would like to be removed from our mailing list.

Upcoming Events
•March 20 · Harmful Algal Blooms Summit ·
6:00 pm · Best Western, Ticonderoga
•March 22 · Board meeting · 7:30 am · CCE
Building, Westport
•March 23· Annual Tree and Shrub orders due
for best selection
•April 19 · Board meeting · 7:30 am · CCE
Building, Westport
•April 20 · Annual Tree and Shrub Sale · 8:00
am to 6:00 pm · Essex County Fairgrounds,
Floral Hall
•May 16 · North Adirondack Regional
Envirothon competition · Paul Smith’s College
•May 16 and 17 · Environmental Field Days ·
Essex County Fairgrounds
•May 17 · Board meeting · 7:30 am · CCE
Building, Westport
•May 23 and 24 · State Envirothon · Hobart and
William Smith Colleges, Geneva
•May 28 · Memorial Day · Office closed

Woods, water, and blue skies! Culvert
inventories offer beautiful scenery!

