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AGRICULTURAL  ENVIRONMENTAL  
MANAGEMENT (AEM)
Through the AEM program, Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts provide assistance to agricultural producers to identify and address 
resource concerns utilizing a tier based planning process.

The District has a long history of assisting 
agricultural producers in Essex County and 
continues to enroll new farms every year.

4 projects were completed through the Tier 4  
Cost Share Implementation portion of the program.  

HEAVY USE AREA 
A heavy use area was completed 
on a farm to reduce runoff and 
improve animal conditions.  

FUEL STORAGE 
On-farm secondary containment 
facilities for fuel storage were 
installed on two farms. 

PASTURE MANAGEMENT 
A pasture management system was 
implemented on one farm to exclude 
livestock from wet areas and improve 
rotational grazing.  

4 projects

TIER 1 
Farm basics and information

TIER 2 
Inventory, assess, and  

prioritize concerns

TIER 3 
Detailed farm planning

TIER 4 
Implement plan

TIER 5 
Udate plans and evaluate  

project outcomes

AG PROJECT 
A Waste Storage and Transfer System and Livestock 
Heavy Use Area Runoff Management System are being 
constructed on a farm with combined funding from the 
New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets 
Agricultural Nonpoint Source Abatement and Control 
Program and the Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP). 



3000 feet 
Over 3000 feet of Buffer/Habitat Plantings

Events 
Summer Youth education, Environmental Field Days,  
and Regional Envirothon

Technical Assistance  
to Landowners and Municipalities

Hydroseeding Program

3 Tire Drives held

4 AEM implementation  
projects completed

Invasive Species Monitoring

Conservation Tree  
and Shrub Program

YEAR IN REVIEW

GRANTS
One Climate Resilient Farming grant completed, 
three ongoing 

Two DEC WQIP grants and one DEC Non-point 
source planning grant ongoing

One Source Water Buffer Program Grant ongoing

Five Agricultural Non-point Source grant 
projects ongoing

CLASSES
5  
4-Hour Erosion and Sediment 
Control Courses held

5  
Game of Logging 
classes held

Workshops 
Septic workshop, Tree Care workshop, Farm Talks held

FIELD DAYS
Jerry Smith teaches 5th and 6th grade students 
about soil at the annual Environmental Field Days 
event.  Every year in May hundreds of students from 
throughout the county meet at the Essex County 
Fairgrounds to learn and experience conservation 
related topics.  The District runs this program in 
partnership with CCE Essex.



The Champlain Watershed Improvement Coalition of 
New York (CWICNY) Legislative tour visited the new fuel 
storage installed at North Country Creamery.  The tour 
showcased water quality projects in the area.

Essex County Soil and Water held 
three tire drives

HYDROSEEDING
The District worked with the North Elba Highway Department 
to remediate a roadside area.  Sediment and nutrient runoff 
issues were alleviated by regrading and hydroseeding the area. 
Over 20 miles of roadside were hydroseeded in Essex 
County in 2023.

BEFORE        AFTER



The District participated in the World 
Water Day Mall Takeover with the EM River 
model.  The stream table is available for use 

throughout the region.

COVER CROPS
Many of acres of cover crops were implemented on farms 
throughout the New York Lake Champlain Basin through 
state funding utilized by Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts in the region.  The program will continue for 
another round through 2025.

TREE ID 
EDUCATION
PROGRAM  
Essex County Soil and Water Conservation 
District partnered with CCE Essex to deliver 
native tree identification programming 
to youth in local schools.  The project was 
funded by Sylvamo and developed to address 
the disconnect between some local Adirondack 
youth and their environment.  District 
technicians and CCE Essex staff presented 
the students with information and materials 
on native species, then took the students on 
local walks to practice tree id skills.  At least 
332 students participated in the program and 
materials and guidance were left with teachers 
for future use.

WORLD  
WATER DAY



2023 DISTRICT STAFF 
Alice Halloran  District Manager 

Renee Clark  Secretary/Treasurer

Daniel Berheide  Senior Technician 

Thomas Firkins  Technician 

Meagan Goff  Technician

SEASONAL INTERNS 
Olivia Sayre & Caleb Albano
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James Monty  Vice-Chair

Anna Reynolds
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